




 WVBT:  
A Record of Success
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For the past several years, West Virginians for Better Transportation has grown 
into a broad-based, united coalition that continues to seek long-term solutions 
to the state’s transportation challenges. The campaign has produced many  
successes in its ongoing efforts:

•  The efforts of  WVBT over the past two years have helped to increase or
preserve more than $180 million in state funding for transportation.

•  Coalition members worked with the Legislature and Governor to 
secure $40 million as a way to shore up the Road Fund in case there 
are reductions in state gasoline tax revenues.

•  WVBT’s coalition has grown by more than 50 new partners in 2008 to
more than 250 coalition members, including businesses and organizations 
from government, labor, travel, health care, economic development  
and others.

•  WVBT’s “State Gas Tax Calculator” PR campaign attracted more than
4,000 West Virginians and generated weekly media coverage during its  
three-month duration.

•  WVBT continues to be the place where the media goes when seeking 
comments about the status of  West Virginia’s roads, bridges and highways.

•  WVBT has been recognized for its accomplishments and professionalism:

-  Awarded nation’s “Best Infrastructure Awareness Campaign” by the 
Associated General Contractors of  America 

-  Awarded “Best Campaign in West Virginia” by the Public Relations
Society of  America

•  The coalition sent out legislative candidate surveys for the primary and
general elections. Most respondents (79%) indicate that the state’s roads  
are in either fair or poor condition.

Good Roads: Costs vs.  
Consumer Savings
•  The Interstate system saves each 

West Virginia resident 59 hours of   
travel time annually – 107 million  
hours statewide.

 
•  Faster and more efficient routes 

provided by the Interstate system save 
West Virginia residents $1.7 billion  
annually in the value of  saved time  
and fuel – $947 per person ($876 in  
time and $71 in fuel). 

•  West Virginia’s Interstate system  
   annually reduces statewide motor fuel 
   consumption by 51 million gallons. 

•  Improved traffic safety provided by 
the Interstate system saves the state  
$304 million annually, and saves the  
average state resident $167 annually  
in reduced healthcare costs and costs  
associated with lost productivity due  
to traffic crashes. 

•  The state’s Interstate Highway System
saves the average West Virginia resident  
$2,032 per year in safety benefits, saved 
time, reduced motor fuel consumption  
and reduced apparel, food, housing and  
transportation costs. 

•  Driving on roads in need of  repair costs
West Virginia motorists $292 million a  
year in extra vehicle repairs and  
operating costs – $229 per motorist. 

•  Motor vehicle crashes cost West Virginia’s 
citizens $1.2 billion per year – $701 for 
each resident in medical costs, lost  
productivity, travel delay, workplace  
costs, insurance costs and legal costs. 
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36% Increase   in Concrete Prices Dec. 2003-June 2008

82% Increase  
in Asphalt Prices

 Dec. 2003-June 2008
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122% Increase  
in Steel Prices

 Dec. 2003-June 2008

329% Increase  in Diesel Prices Dec. 2003-June 2008
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Construction materials used to build roads, bridges and interstates have increased dramatically during the 
past five years. In some cases, roads and bridges built five years ago now cost double or even triple what 
they cost to build a few years ago.




